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Review: The book of Daniel covers “Gentile History.”  The captives (Daniel, et. al.) were “cream of the 
crop” of the Jewish nation.  Nebuchadnezzar’s “inheritance” included pagan advisors to his father. 
Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling dream that he knew was important.  Only Daniel can interpret, and the 
advisors became jealous.  Chapter 3 is a response to Chapter 2.  

Chapter 3:  “Bow or Burn”  (or, “The Rivals’ Revenge”) 

Chapter summary:  

Nebuchadnezzar had an image of gold created  (~100 feet tall).  All gold, with no allusion to a successor.  

Cuneiform tablets in a British Museum reveal that a revolt occurred in 586 BC that may have set the 
stage for a reaffirmation of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar.  

The proclamation to worship the image when the music played was made to the WORLD (nations 
plural).  Anyone who did not worship would be thrown in a furnace.  It was a set-up.  

When the Chaldean advisors report that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not bowing down, the 
king did not follow his order to immediately throw them into the furnace, but called for them and 
inquired of them.  In other words, he gave them a second chance.  But they stood their ground, staying 
true to God.  The king then became enraged, and ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter.  

The BEST of the king’s men were killed as they threw the three into the furnace, and then the king saw 
FOUR people in the fire, not tied, and walking around.  

Side note: ‘Elohim’ is a plural noun, but it’s always used as if it were singular.  

Nebuchadnezzar refers to the three as servants of the Most High God, and calls them out of the furnace.  
He then acknowledges that these three were staying faithful to worshipping only THEIR God, and he 
then decrees that all the world that no one should not speak anything negative about the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Following that, the three of them were promoted.  

NOTES:  

Question 1:   Who is missing from Daniel Chapter 3?   _________________________________________ 

 

Hosea 12:10  God speaking: “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used 
similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.”    

Over 200 different kinds of figures of speech are in the Bible.  Common ones are:  

• Simile:  A resemblance  (Gen 25:25; Matt 7:24-27) 
• Allegory: A comparison by representation  (Gen 49:9; Gal 4:22, 24) 
• Metaphor:  A representation    (Matt 26:26) 
• Type:  A figure or example of something future   (Rom 5:14;  Gen 22, 24) 
• Analogy:  A resemblance in some particulars between things otherwise unlike 
• Hypocatastasis:  An implied resemblance or representation   (Matt 7:3-5; Matt 15:13) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3&version=NIV
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A classic TYPE can be found in Genesis 22, in which Isaac is offered by Abraham.  

In this chapter, the phrase, “Whom thou lovest” is the FIRST MENTION of love in the Bible.  This links to 
John 3:16, where again, the mention of love is associated with the giving of a son.  

Question 2:   How long did Abraham travel with Isaac once he got the word to sacrifice him?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3:   From the Jewish mindset, when did Isaac die, in Abraham’s mind?    *See Gal 3 and Rom 4* 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 4:   Based on what did Abraham believe that God would resurrect Isaac?   (see Heb 11:17-19) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 5:   What does Jehovah Jireh mean?  How does this name given by Abraham imply that 
Abraham knew his actions were part of a prophesy?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 6:   What are the TYPES depicted in this story about Abraham in Gen 22?  

 Abraham = _______________________  Isaac =   ___________________________ 

Question 7:   What are the types depicted in Gen 24? 

 Abraham commissions Eleazer to gather a bride for Isaac = __________________________ 
 Eleazer qualifies her by a well = __________________________ 
 She agrees to marry the bridegroom = __________________________ 
 He gives her gifts = __________________________ 
 She joins her bridegroom at the well of Lahai-Roi = __________________________ 

Question 8:  Why is Isaac not mentioned from Gen 22:19 until Gen 24:62?   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A REMEZ is a Jewish term for a hint at something deeper. 

Compare Daniel 3 to Revelation 13:  

Question 9:  How is Daniel 3 a foreshadow of Rev 13:1-4? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 10:   Where might Daniel have been in Chapter 3 (Missler’s – or others’ -- conjecture)?    

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The BEST of the king’s men were killed as they threw the three into the furnace, and then the king saw FOUR people in the fire, not tied, and walking around. 

Side note: ‘Elohim’ is a plural noun, but it’s always used as if it were singular. 
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NOTES: 
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Hosea 12:10  God speaking: “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.”   

Over 200 different kinds of figures of speech are in the Bible.  Common ones are: 

· Simile:  A resemblance  (Gen 25:25; Matt 7:24-27)

· Allegory: A comparison by representation  (Gen 49:9; Gal 4:22, 24)

· Metaphor:  A representation    (Matt 26:26)

· Type:  A figure or example of something future   (Rom 5:14;  Gen 22, 24)

· Analogy:  A resemblance in some particulars between things otherwise unlike
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A classic TYPE can be found in Genesis 22, in which Isaac is offered by Abraham. 

In this chapter, the phrase, “Whom thou lovest” is the FIRST MENTION of love in the Bible.  This links to John 3:16, where again, the mention of love is associated with the giving of a son. 

Question 2:   How long did Abraham travel with Isaac once he got the word to sacrifice him? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 3:   From the Jewish mindset, when did Isaac die, in Abraham’s mind?    *See Gal 3 and Rom 4*

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 4:   Based on what did Abraham believe that God would resurrect Isaac?   (see Heb 11:17-19)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5:   What does Jehovah Jireh mean?  How does this name given by Abraham imply that Abraham knew his actions were part of a prophesy? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 6:   What are the TYPES depicted in this story about Abraham in Gen 22? 

	Abraham = _______________________ 	Isaac =   ___________________________

Question 7:   What are the types depicted in Gen 24?

· Abraham commissions Eleazer to gather a bride for Isaac = __________________________

· Eleazer qualifies her by a well = __________________________
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A REMEZ is a Jewish term for a hint at something deeper.
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