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Train Up a Child in the Way He Should Go 

rom day one, kids start learning. And all children — even 
identical twins — have unique life experiences that shape their 

distinctive personalities. With Daniel being a certified behavioral 
analyst and holding a master’s degree in education, and with 
Jeralynne holding a degree in psychology, we are convinced some of 
what makes up our personality is set in place by God, while other 
aspects are more impacted by our surroundings. Maybe you’ve heard 
these differences described as “nature versus nurture.” However 
they’re labeled, the components of anyone’s personality are many, 
and with the infinite number of possible life experiences, no two 
people are exactly alike. Therefore, it is neither reasonable nor fair to 
try to put people into easily categorized boxes. 
     That said, parents can learn the fundamental differences in 
“personality.” This would include the different ways people perceive 
and process information, behavioral style, and the core motivators 
that drive behavior, to name a few. Then, armed with that 
information, parents can be better equipped to “train up a child in the 
way he should go.” 
     Unfortunately, too many parents don’t take the time to learn about 
these differences.  Such parents often go into default mode, adopting 
a belief that sounds like, “I went through school and learned just fine, 
so that should work well for my kids, too. If it worked okay for me, 
it will work for them.” 
     To that we say, “Maybe, maybe not.” And with certain personality 
and learning styles, our response is, “Absolutely not!” The same sun 
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that melts butter will harden clay. For instance, a math curriculum 
that Emily loves, Sophie may hate. If Sophie’s math scores don’t look 
all that good, it doesn’t mean that Sophie is bad at math (although 
some teachers can erroneously believe that Sophie isn’t good at math 
if she isn’t doing well with someone’s chosen curriculum). In all 
actuality, it may be that Sophie is GREAT at math, but Sophie is 
wired very differently from Emily. Perhaps Emily likes rote drills and 
worksheets while Sophie likes hands-on learning with lots of 
conceptual exploration. The truth about students and learning is this: 
What works well for one doesn’t necessarily work well for the other. 
     Whether you homeschool or have your children in a public or 
private school, being aware of your children’s unique style will help 
you train up a child in the way he (or she) should go. The “career” of 
parenting is one for which we receive little training. Therefore, it is 
up to us to take initiative to learn how to be a good parent. This means 
we, as parents, must also become students. Allow us to suggest a 
framework to explore. 

1. Behavioral styles: Are your kids task-focused, or people-
focused? Do they like high risk, or do they prefer more
calculated decisions?

2. Hemisphericity: Is the student more left-brained, right-
brained, or whole-brained?

3. Natural Intelligence: Does the child have a natural
inclination to math, or music, or nature, or visual things?
What about logic, or action, or spiritual things?  Or, are they
innately drawn to words, or understanding emotions?

     We will explore each of these areas in this book, and more. Every 
person alive has tendencies and preferences in these areas, and the 
differences among each of us in these areas are what makes each 
person unique.  
     As parents, we must be genuinely interested in our children as 
unique individuals. Our little ones (who grow up way too fast) are 
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individuals with their own interests, curiosity, and skills. As we have 
observed, way too many parents talk “at” their kids and strive to 
manage or control them, rather than engage them in genuine 
conversation in order to learn the uniqueness of each child. 
     So how does all of this relate to the scriptural admonition to, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go”? A good explanation of Proverbs 
22:6 can be found in The Soncino Books of the Bible, a set of Hebrew 
Bible commentaries edited by Dr. Abraham Cohen. Regarding 
Proverbs 22:6, Cohen says that the verb “train up” is derived from the 
Hebrew word for “education.” He also tells us that the phrase “in the 
way he should go” is more accurately translated “according to his 
way.” With those clarifications, we could paraphrase this verse to say 
“educate a child according to his way.” Therefore, since the way 
Emily learns is not the way that Sophie learns, we should make 
adjustments in how we educate each of them! 
     Cohen also writes that the intention of Proverbs 22:6, “is not ‘the 
way of uprightness and good living,’ but ‘for the way in which he is 
to spend his life.’” Cohen goes on to say the verse has to do with the 
type of occupations our children will have, and that our purpose as 
parents is to help them develop solid habits that will influence their 
conduct when they get out on their own. 
     You might ask, “What about teaching our kids to live uprightly 
and follow the Truth of the Gospel?” By all means, we should!  In 
Deuteronomy 6:5-7 we are given the commandment to love God with 
all our heart, soul, and strength, and that this commandment is to be 
on our hearts.  Verse 7 says of these commands, “Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  
     But Proverbs 22:6 is touching on a different matter from 
Deuteronomy 6.  Some parents innately “get” Proverbs 22:6, and 
others, not so much. So, let’s look at this disparity -- and its ripple 
effects -- from the views of two sets of parents. One set of parents 
(let’s call them Michael and Jessica) want their kids’ career paths to 
follow their own. Michael works in construction, so he regularly 
points his kids to the trades. Since Jessica works as a bank teller, she 
suggests bookkeeping and other financial-oriented careers. 
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     Because they have not paid attention to their children’s attributes, 
when their son says he wants to be a speech pathologist and their 
daughter says she wants to go into horticulture, both Michael and 
Jessica downplay those ideas – and even scoff at them. 
     What Michael and Jessica failed to notice was that their kids had 
natural talents to succeed in those fields. With a little guidance, these 
parents could have selected classes and extracurricular activities for 
their children to help them thrive and become successful and fulfilled 
in their desired professions. Instead, their children became young 
adults who believed their own interests were invalid and that they’d 
have to go through life doing work they didn’t really like.   
     On the other hand, let’s consider James and Lisa, who talked 
openly with their kids about their interests and attitudes on various 
subjects. James and Lisa noticed when their kids got excited about 
new things. They also paid attention to how their kids learned, 
including their decision-making processes and motivations. 
     As a consequence, when James and Lisa’s kids talked about career 
options, conversations and decisions flowed easily. From that, their 
children were encouraged to take classes that interested them, and 
they had a confident expectation that they would be successful in their 
future careers. And it was true. As adults, James and Lisa’s children 
found their chosen careers to be fulfilling, and the ripple-effect was a 
confidence that spilled over into other aspects of their lives.  
     Now for the proverbial question: “Which type of parent would you 
rather be?” Assuming you want to be like James and Lisa, then 
you’ve chosen to raise up your child in the way he should go. And, 
as you go through this book, you will learn powerful ways to help 
make that happen. However, to be successful in this effort, you must 
agree to a fundamental understanding: What worked well for you in 
your education might not work for your kids. However, the only way 
to learn what will work is to become a student of your students.  
     The bottom line is this: If we want our children to become who 
God created them to be, we must seek to follow the Biblical 
instruction to educate each child according to his way.  
  

4  
  


